
 In addition to the ‘normal’ events listed on the calendar found on the last page 

 of the newsletter (Adult forums, committee 

meetings, softball schedules, youth meetings and 

the like) each of our Sundays in April are distinguished with the 

following special events: 
 

April 2  ‘Rise Against Hunger’  
(formerly ‘Stop Hunger Now’)   

Please read this time sensitive announcement. We still need lots of people to sign up. 

This is our ninth annual food packaging event for this outstanding organization that 

specializes in providing meals for school children in developing countries. In a couple of 

fun, fast-paced hours we will assemble 11,000 meals! 

Event happens immediately following worship… and a snack is provided for your own 

lunch, too. We need 65 volunteers to pull this off and Rise Against Hunger requires you to 

sign up on their website. Sign up and donate via our event web page-link here. 

Feel free to share this link with other friends, families or business organizations that would 

like to donate to our event (some businesses offer matching donations 

for employees who    donate). 
 

April 9 Palm Sunday 
A very special worship as Lynn Coye is preaching on prayer (with a 

talkback that follows). 

At the beginning of worship all children who wish will process with 

palms. Details on page three. 

 

April 16 Easter Sunday! 

Doug is pledging to tackle his Easter message from a new 

angle… “A Vocabulary of Faith.” The Choir will inspire us and all 

who wish may get to sing the “Hallelujah Chorus” before the children enjoy a cooperative 

egg hunt! Details on page three. 

April 23 On Earth Day Weekend ...                                 
we’ll dive into our annual Neuse River Clean-Up. See details on page four. 

April 30 Immediately after worship our Spring Congregational 

Meeting will follow a Potluck Feast.  
Bring enough food for your family plus one or two more! Fellowship Committee will provide 

drinks and paper goods. Youth will hold a bake sale. 
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  from doug 
 

And still, it persists! (...the banner!)  
 

Over the past two months we have had a large number of special groups utilize our 

worship space. From multiple Justice Theater productions of Zuccotti Park to joyous 

weddings to area groups organizing movements of resistance, several hundred non-

UPUCC persons have moved through or used our space. Several times at these 

events, I have observed persons, first-timers to our building, taking photographs of the 

banner that hangs at the front side of our auditorium… “Be the Church.” In fact, this past 

Sunday afternoon at an Interfaith gathering, I saw one of my favorite local Rabbi’s snapping a shot! A couple 

of Sundays before, I saw a visitor to our worship doing the same. The consensus seems to be that people 

are pleasantly surprised and greatly impressed to see such a statement displayed prominently in a 

community of faith.   
 

We owe the banner to the National UCC and we hung it, you might remember, as a part of a Fall           

Stewardship Campaign 18 months ago (Originally it was purchased by our Membership and Publicity        

Committee thinking we would fashion a portable sign on Glenwood with it. That good intention was thwarted 

by the  considerable resistance it produced…. WIND resistance. So our Stewardship and Finance            

Committee  happily incorporated it into their campaign.). At the time we all assumed that it would come 

down at the close of the stewardship drive but, for whatever reason(s), it stayed there for an extra year. Just 

as we were planning to take it down the elections of the past fall occurred. The rest is current history. 
 

IF there is a silver lining in Trump's rise to the presidency, it is the manner in which people are coming      

together in new and constructive ways. 
 

A couple of weeks ago a 'Town Hall' meeting was announced by persons associated with MoveOn.org and 

concurrently a request was made for use of the UPUCC space to hold the event. On very short notice, 120 

plus persons attended from as far away as Iredell County.  
 

As concerns were voiced at the meeting, they were recorded on newsprint (and video) and then placed on 

the wall. 
 

The accompanying photo, along with a compilation of the concerns, was sent to Senators Burr and Tillis 

(who were invited but did not attend). 
 

 

 P.S. HOT OFF THE PRESS!! 

NC House Representatives Joe John and 

Cynthia Ball will hold a Town Hall Meeting 

here at UPUCC on Thursday, April 6th at 7 

p.m. Come engage your representatives! 

(That this Town Hall is held in our space is a 

direct result of about 20 UPUCCers who 

attended the Common Cause Lobby Day to 

end gerrymandering. See page eight for a 

write up of that event.)  



  

  children & youth 

Apr 2: All Youth, 12-1:30 Service Project 
Rise Against Hunger 

 

Apr 9: No Youth Activities 
(Spring Break!) 

 

Apr 16: Easter! 
(No Youth Activities) 

 

Apr 23: Meet w/Anne @ Forum, 9:30 a.m. 
(all youth & families invited for breakfast!) 

All Youth 12:30 Picnic 

for Neuse River Clean-up that follows.  

Picnic at Doug & Janice’s house, 

5409 Edington Lane. 

 

Apr 30: Congregational Meeting &  

Youth Bake Sale following worship  

Special April Events for Children 
 

April 9– Palm Sunday. Following our palm 

procession, the children will enjoy special 

crafts during Children’s Church time. 

 

April 16– Easter Sunday. Children grade 

one and older will remain in worship, followed 

by a cooperative egg hunt. (Special thanks to 

the Wilms Family for egg preparation!) 
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Spiritual Practice Series Continues, ‘Meet Anne Maust’ Follows 

 
April 2 - 9:30 a.m.  

Ecology and Conservation as Spiritual Practice. Covenant Partner and NCSU Biology Professor 

Nick Haddad facilitating. 

 

April 9 - Following worship 

Prayer as a Spiritual Practice. Lynn Coye facilitating. 

 

April 16 - Easter - Forum will not be held. 

 

April 23 - 9:30 a.m. 

Meet and Greet Anne Maust, Youth Director. Breakfast goodies will be provided. 

 

April 30 - UPUCC Congregational Meeting - Forum will not be held. 

UPUCC Vacation Bible School  

August 11-13, 2017  

 
Our Pre-K through rising fifth grade children 

are welcome to participate.  

We will also be looking for youth and adults 

to assist! 

More details to follow! 

  

  adult education 



  

 faith in action 
 

Neuse River Sweep on Earth Day Weekend 
 

To celebrate our commitment to the world around us, we are 

once again planning our own Neuse River  cleanup event – this 

year it will take place Sunday, April 23 (Earth Day weekend)  

following worship. We’ll meet at the home of Doug Long and 

Janice Odom (5409 Edington Lane, 27604) and “sweep” the river 

from Buffaloe Road to Milburnie Dam. We will also be exploring 

viable options for those who prefer to  walk the greenway to   

collect trash rather than float. Grab a quick lunch after church. Please arrive by 1:30 p.m. to enable a 

 launch at 2 p.m.  
 

 NOTE: Arranging a sufficient number of watercraft is a tricky task – so please let us know well in advance 

 if you wish to participate in the river cleanup. If you can bring your own canoe that is great! If you can lend 

 us a canoe for someone else to use, that is greatly appreciated. We will do our best to accommodate as 

 many persons as possible, but children need to be accompanied by a parent. We will have signup sheets 

 available for both boaters and walkers.  

 

 Out! Raleigh – Saturday, May 6th 
 

 

 The seventh annual Out! Raleigh festival will take place Saturday, 

 May 6th from 11:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.  This inclusive and action-

 packed event is family friendly, with activities for all ages. The Out! 

 Raleigh festival  is an important way to raise the necessary funds to 

 support the LGBT Center of Raleigh and all of  

 its over 20  amazing community programs. Last year, more than 

 51,000 people poured into Raleigh’s City  Plaza to celebrate the LGBT community, their allies, 

friends and  family.  

 

 UPUCC once again plans to take an active and visible role at the festival with an information booth (and   

 display of support). We will be looking for volunteers to help staff the booth, and there will be sign-up 

 sheets before and after worship throughout the month of April. There will be one or two-hour time slots 

 available, which leaves plenty of time to enjoy the festival. 
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 WORSHIP and MUSIC 

 

Easter Altar Invitation 
 

Easter is a celebration of new life. Help us symbolize this by filling the altar with flowers on 

Easter Sunday! 

We are asking people to bring flowers, greenery, and/or blooming branches on Easter 

Sunday, April 16th. A gift from your garden/yard is especially welcome. But all flowers help 

us celebrate. 

If you would like to bring flowers or greenery for the altar on Easter Sunday, please        

contact Eleanor Smith in person or by email: eleanorsmithmls@gmail.com by          

Wednesday April 12. Thank you for helping us celebrate Easter with beauty and generosity. 

 



 

 

in our wider community 

 

The Resource Center for Women in Ministry in the South 

(RCWMS) is sponsoring a one day retreat titled: Coming 

Out of the Shadows: Connection & Spirituality Among 

LGBTQ Communities 

This event takes place in Durham on April 29 from 9:30am 

to 3:30pm.  

To register and for more information:    

www.lgbtqspirituality.wordpress.com 
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July 2 FLOC Regional Membership Meeting: Eastern -  Dudley, NC, at FLOC’s Union Hall 

July 30 FLOC Regional Membership Meeting: Piedmont - Piedmont. Town & meeting venue TBD 

August 20 FLOC Regional Membership Meeting: Western - Town & meeting venue TBD 

Sept. 14 to board buses Farmworker delegates to FLOC Convention: Driven to various rendezvous points TBD 

Sept. 17 to board buses Farmworker delegates returning from Toledo to be picked up and taken to labor camps. 

 

Drivers Needed 
 
Farmworkers in North Carolina are organizing to confront the agricultural supply chain elements that exploit 
them – unsavory growers and crew leaders and rapacious corporate processors. To do that they need our 
solidarity. They need our help. 
 
Imagine trying to build an organization so you have a voice in the workplace but without meeting or           
communicating with most of your colleagues.  That’s the challenge NC farmworkers and their organization, 
the Farm Labor Organizing Committee (FLOC), have faced for decades. However, in recent years TFF and 
the National Farm Worker Ministry (NFWM) have improved the situation by helping to recruit and coordinate 

How to Volunteer 
 
To volunteer for a specific date or to be put on a list of potential drivers, please email Dave Austin at  
daustin@mindspring.com to be put on the list to receive updates and reminders. 
 
Nicki Norris nnorris649@gmail.com has a flyer with additional details that she would be happy to email to 
you upon request. 

 

Creativity Group  

...will have their table in the atrium on April 2, and April 9. Donations during this time will be used to         

beautify some of our UPUCC outdoor space. Please visit the display table for Easter, wedding, birthday, 

thinking of you, sympathy cards, and more.  

  



  

  in our wider community continued... 

 
 

Open Invitation to Theater Workshop  
 

The Justice Theater Project is conducting a Forum Theater workshop in the 

UPUCC worship space, facilitated by Artistic Director, Dr. Deb Royals. Beginning 

Friday, April 21 (5 p.m.) through Saturday, April 22, with an 8 p.m. public  

performance. 

 

Some financial assistance is available. Please pass this on to students, volunteers, advocates, youth  

mentors, etc. This is suitable for high school to adult, and the registrations thus far are all adults. 

 

The public performance (8 p.m. April 22) is going to be interactive, exciting, and enlightening. The          

audience becomes a part of the show as they stop the dynamic, rename it, and discuss the reasons why.  

$10 per person, but complimentary tickets are available, if cost is an issue. 

 

Thank you for your support. Please contact Melissa Zeph if you need any assistance with tickets,  

scholarships for workshop participants, or questions.  

 

Here's the web page with all the info: 

 

 

Creative Resistance: Fighting Toxins, Fossil Fuels 
 April 4, 7-9 p.m.   The Sonja Hanes Stone Center, UNC 150 South Rd Chapel Hill, NC 27599  

Likened to the Rachel Carson for our day, Dr. Sandra SteinGrabber, author, ecologist, and cancer survivor 

http://steingraber.com/ brings together her research on environmental toxins and cancer and per-

sonal story in an event co-sponsored by regional environmental groups and Breast Cancer Action. 
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UPUCC Softball is underway! All are welcome to come cheer for our team in this LBGTQ friendly 

league. For the complete schedule: http://ncsoftball.org/ The season runs through May 21. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

April 2 2 p.m. 

4 p.m. 

Carolina Pines # 2 

Carolina Pines # 2 

April 9 1 p.m. 

3 p.m. 

Millbrook Exchange Park Field #1 

Millbrook Exchange Park Field  #2 

April 23 3 & 4 p.m. 

 

Millbrook Exchange Park Field #2 

April 30 12 & 1 p.m. Millbrook Exchange Park Field #2 



 

  

  all in the family continued... 
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New Covenant Partners 

Leslie Langley and Melanie Halloran indicated that Covenant Partners (their 

friends) Nadia and Tracy Denson invited them to visit to visit UPUCC last fall. 

“...after what we both had been through with other churches, finding a place 

that we felt comfortable, accepted as who we are, and to grow in our faith was 

crucial,” said Melanie.  

Leslie shared, “We immediately felt at home and found ourselves moved by 

every  worship, just the choir alone brings us to tears every week! Melanie 

and I both know this is a place where we can grow as Christians, while allow-

ing us to be true to who we are.” 

 

Melanie spoke about always feeling called to start a church for the 

“outcasts” (those who don’t feel welcomed in church). In UPUCC, she has 

found that this type of church already exists! At some point in the future, she 

would like to help organize a very relaxed Sunday night service or group that 

would help bring in other “outcasts” Melanie is a Director of Ops at an IT company, calling herself a nerd at heart, 

happy to help  

with any technical issues. She works on renovation projects on her fixer-upper home and loves entertaining, cook-

ing, wine tasting, singing, reading and spending time with family.  

 

Leslie is an Architectural Designer specializing in high-end residential design since 1999. At age 26, she started 

her own successful business, until the downturn of 2010.  

After several years working for various engineering and architectural firms in the Raleigh area, she now partners 

with an architect in Wilmington, working out of her home. She hopes to use her talents to help design and build for 

an organization, helping others in any way she can.  

 

Leslie Langley & Melanie Halloran 
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upucc advocacy task force  

 

Follow Up on Meetings with NC Legislators 

 

Why do we think that redistricting reform is important enough to focus on?  Some gerrymandering has long 

been part of the way that political power is established and maintained in North Carolina (as well as in many other 

states).  Lately it has become much worse, however, as more sophisticated data analysis has made it possible for 

incumbent politicians to make their districts more homogenous, thereby stifling political discussion as part of the elec-

tion process. This leads to greater polarization in both the electorate and the legislature as people tend to talk only to 

others who agree with them rather than seeking dialogue and possible compromise.   

On March 1, almost 20 members of UPUCC spent the morning and early afternoon at the legislative complex in Ra-

leigh lobbying for non-partisan redistricting as an alternative to the current system which leads to districts that protect 

incumbents and to increased polarization in the legislative process (an outcome usually referred to as gerrymander-

ing). Efforts to end gerrymandering had been identified as a focus for the efforts of UPUCC's Advocacy Task Force 

several months ago. Recent Adult Education Forum presentations from Democracy North Carolina and from Common 

Cause NC addressed this issue. Our efforts on March 1 were part of a much larger effort (several hundred strong) 

coordinated by Common Cause. 

By 9:00 AM we were assembled across the street from the legislative building.  We learned that a bill, HB 200, that 

incorporated the principles of nonpartisan redistricting.  As a result of the organizing efforts of Ted Frazer with consid-

erable research and IT support from Gary Welsh, we all knew which legislators were ours and had information on 

their backgrounds and office locations.  Appointments had been set up.  As Ted had warned us, though, we had to be 

flexible because legislators do not have complete control of their own schedules when the legislature is in session. It 

turned out that sessions of the house and senate had unexpectedly been called for that morning. Though these 

turned out to be a brief formality, schedules needed adjustment.   

Throughout the morning, we made our way to the offices of more than a dozen representatives, usually in groups 

since many of us have legislative districts in common, but sometimes we met one-on-one with legislators.  Though flat 

opposition to redistricting reform was rare in the representatives we spoke with, all reported that passage in the cur-

rent session is unlikely. It is possible that it may pass in the house, but it is but it is much less likely to move forward in 

the senate in this legislative session.   

Though the chances are slim that our efforts will lead to any quick change in how redistricting is done in this state, 

there are other reasons to continue our efforts.  By engaging with the legislative process we also build relationships 

with those who represent us in the legislature.  They get to see and hear us and learn of our concerns.  We get to see 

them which humanizes them, even when we find that we do not always agree. 

Jesus was consistent in welcoming various folk who were despised or marginalized in his world.  We tend to empha-

size his outreach to the poor and powerless, but he also welcomed tax collectors, people of some power, but who 

were despised for the role that they played for the occupying powers of the time.  Politicians, especially if they are 

from a party one does not support are in a position much like that of tax collectors in Jesus time.  By engaging with 

legislators part of our job is to extend God's inclusive love even to them.  Though at times we may need to speak as 

prophets who call them (and ourselves) to account, even prophets need to embody the God of Love.   

The writer of the Gospel of Matthew tells of Jesus sending out of the disciples to spread the word of the coming of the 

realm of God. He sent them out two by two so they could provide support for each other as they would be "like sheep 

among wolves." We found that when we went to the legislature as a group the work was easier, less intimidating and 

could even be fun. Jesus also told his disciples in the same story that they were to be "wise as serpents and gentle as 

doves."  I take that as advice to be strategic in our advocacy, but to avoid harsh confrontation.  By working prayerfully 

and open to the Spirit's guidance our work is successful whatever the outcome.   

 

Live justice as the social expression of love,  
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upucc sunday service calendar 

 

April 2 
          Altar Prep: Eleanor Smith 
Communion Prep: Larry & Janie Anderson 
   Coffee Set-Up:   Robert and Learla Stefanics 
            Greeters:  TBD 
               Ushers:  Bonnie Shook-Sa & Gustavo Sa 
    Sound System:  Dan Harrell 
                Auditor:  Betty Gatano 

Assistant Treasurer: Gwen Vass 
       Clean-Team: Edward McFarland, Tracy Denson,  
                               Melissa Russell and son, Mark  
                               Stevens and daughter. 

April 9 
        Altar Prep: Leslie Heavey 
       Coffee Set-Up:  Sally Bean & Todd Smith 
                Greeters:  TBD 
                  Ushers:  Carol Banaitis & Sarah Hogan 
       Sound System:  Peter van Dorsten 
                 Auditor:  Frank McKay 
  Assistant Treasurer: Chris Ousley 
          Clean-Team: Mark DeMario, Dawn McCarthy,  
          Chris Wilms, Marcia Welsh, Mary  
          Pat Peters  

April 16 
              Altar Prep:   Eleanor Smith 
         Coffee Set-Up:   TBD 
                   Greeters:  Jeri & Bill Radke 
                     Ushers:   Scott & Renate Andrews 
          Sound System:   Frank McKay 
                   Auditor:    Dan Harrell  
  Assistant Treasurer: Tim Champion 
             Clean-Team: Tim Champion & Dan Harrell,  
  Chris Ousley, Ada & Colin McKerrell 

April 23 
              Altar Prep:   Michael Lester 
         Coffee Set-Up:   Roberta Ouellette 
                  Greeters:   Marianne Drexler 
                     Ushers:   Mike & Leslie Heavey 
          Sound System:   Scott Andrews 
                   Auditor:    Martha Eller 
 Assistant Treasurer:    Gwen Vass 
            Clean-Team:    Nevin & Carol Fouts,  
  Scott Pope, Chuck Givens 

April 30 
                Altar Prep: Michael Lester 
 Coffee Set-Up:  Rebecca & Peter van Dorsten 
 Greeters:  TBD 
 Ushers:  Jeff & Gail Holden 
 Sound System:  Chris Abram 
 Auditor:  Julie Schumacher  
 Assistant Treasurer: Chris Ousley 
 Clean-Team: Tim Champion & Dan Harrell,  
  Chris Ousley, Ada & Colin McKerrell 

We celebrated the baptism of  

Scott and Beth Kermode’s 

child. 

Baptism 
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Sun.  April 2 8:30 a.m. Early Meditation & Worship 

  9:30 a.m. Forum: Spiritual Practice Series– Ecology & Conservation. See page  

  10:30 a.m. Worship & Communion: “There is Enough: We Only Do Our Part,” Doug Long preaching.  

  Following worship Newcomers & Inquirers Session in the library. 

  12-2:00 p.m. SHN-Rise Against Hunger Event. See page four. 

Tues. April 4 9:30 a.m. Creativity Group in the library. 

Wed. April 5 7:00 p.m. UPUCC Choir rehearsal in the worship space. 

Thurs. April 6 7:00 p.m. Town Hall. See P.S. on page two. 

Sat. April 8 10:00 a.m. Contemplative Group meets in the library. 

Sun. April 9 8:30 a.m.  Early Meditation & Worship 

  9:30 a.m. Committee Meeting Time 

  10:30 a.m. Palm Sunday Worship: Lynn Coye preaching. See page one. 

  Following worship Forum: Prayer as a Spiritual Discipline, Lynn Coye leading.  

Mon. April 10 6:30 p.m. Evening Creativity Group meets in the library. 

Wed.  April 12 7:00 p.m. Choir rehearsal in the worship space. 

Thurs. April 13 7:00 p.m. Coordinating Council meets in the library. 

Sat. April 15 9:30 a.m. Yoga with Ellen Beidler in the worship space. 

Sun. April 16 10:30 a.m. Easter Sunday Worship:  “A Vocabulary of Faith,” Doug Long preaching.  

  Following worship Easter Egg Hunt. See page three.  

Tues. April 18 9:30 a.m. Creativity Group in the library. 

Wed. April 19 7:00 p.m. Choir rehearsal in the worship space. 

Thurs.  April 20 Midnight UPUCC May Newsletter deadline. 

Fri-Sat. April 21-22 5:00 p.m.  Justice Theater Project Expresaté Workshop runs through 10 p.m. Saturday night. 

Sun.  April 23 9:30 a.m. Forum: Meet & Greet Anne Maust, Youth Director. See page three. 

  10:30 a.m. Worship: Earth Day Celebration “…and the Fullness Thereof!” Doug Long preaching. 

  11:30 a.m. Worship & Music Committee meets in the library. 

  12:30 p.m. All Youth: Picnic. See page three. 

  1:30 p.m. Neuse River Sweep. See page four. 

Mon. April 24 7:00 p.m. UPUCC Men’s Group. Contact Reed Altman for details. reedaltman@gmail.com 

Wed.  April 26 7:00 p.m. Choir rehearsal in the worship space. 

Sun. April 30 10:30 a.m.  Worship: “The Peace That Passes,”  Doug Long preaching.  

  Following worship  Potluck, Youth Bake Sale & Congregational Meeting 

  

  upucc april calendar 

 

This we know: 

 In our faithful sojourning 

  We do not walk alone. God is present with us. 

  We have not yet arrived. God continues to beckon.  

  We seek no destination. The sacred journey is our home. 


